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ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
40 CFR Part 63

[ AD- FRL- 5682- 3]

Nat i onal Em ssion Standards for Chrom um Em ssions From Hard and
Decorative Chrom um El ectropl ati ng and Chrom um Anodi zi ng Tanks

ACGENCY: Environnental Protection Agency (EPA)

ACTION: Interimfinal rule deadline extension.

SUMVARY: On January 25, 1995, the EPA issued national enission
standards for hazardous air pollutants (NESHAP) under Section 112 of
the Cean Air Act as anmended by the Clean Air Act Amendnments of 1990,
for Hard and
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Decorative Chrom um El ectropl ating and Chrom um Anodi zi ng Tanks. The
NESHAP requi res exi sting and new naj or and area sources to control
em ssions of hazardous air pollutants using the maxi mum achi evabl e
control technology (MACT). Today's action revises the conpliance date
for sone of the sources subject to this standard. Specifically, this
action extends the nonitoring, reporting, and recordkeepi ng (MRR)
requi renents for hard chrom um el ectropl aters and chrom um anodi zi ng
operations in California froma January 25, 1997 conpliance deadline to
a July 24, 1997 conpliance date.

The EPA is promul gating these revisions as an interimfinal
regul ation and is requesting conments on the revisions. The revisions
will be in effect during the interimperiod while EPA receives,
reviews, and responds to any conments.

DATES: The interimfinal rule will be effective January 30, 1997.
Witten comments on this action nust be received by EPA at the address
bel ow on or before March 3, 1997.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be submtted to: Air and Radi ati on Docket
and Information Center (6102), Attention Docket Nunber A-88-02, Room M



1500, U.S. Environnental Protection Agency, 401 M Street, SW
Washi ngt on, DC 20460. The EPA requests that a separate copy al so be
sent to the contact person |isted under FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON
CONTACT. Comments may al so be submtted electronically by sending
electronic mail (e-mail) to: a-and-r-docket @panuail . epa. gov.

Docket. Docket No. A-88-02 containing the supporting information
for the original NESHAP and this action, are available for public
i nspection and copyi ng between 8:00 a.m and 5:30 p.m, Mnday through
Friday, at the EPA's Air and Radi ati on Docket and Information Center,
Wat erside Mall, room M 1500, first floor, 401 M Street SW, Washi ngton,
DC 20460, or by calling (202) 260-7548 or 260-7549. A reasonable fee
may be charged for copying.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: M. Lalit Banker, Em ssion Standards
Division (M>-13), U S Environnental Protection Agency, Ofice of Ar
Quality Planning and Standards, Research Triangle Park, North Carolina
27711, tel ephone nunber (919) 541-5420.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON:

Regul ated Entities. The regul ated category and entities affected by
this action include the hard chrom um el ectropl ati ng and chrom um
anodi zing operations in the State of California only. To determ ne
whet her your facility is regulated by this action, you should carefully
exanm ne the applicability criteria in section 63.340 of the regul ation.
| f you have questions regarding the applicability of this action to a
particular entity, consult your State/local agency, EPA regional
offices, or Lalit Banker at the nunber listed in the preceding FOR
FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT secti on.

|. Additional |Information

The EPA, in association with the industry participating in the
Conmon Sense Initiative, has undertaken em ssion test efforts at
exi sting hard chrom um el ectroplating operations to explore the
applicability and feasibility of alternative control techniques that
could be applied to conply with the rule and that may have significant
pol lution prevention opportunities and cost savings. The report of this
effort has recently been conpl eted and shows consi derabl e prom se. The
maj ority of hard chrom um sources could nake use of this technol ogy but
need to carefully explore the applicability of these alternative
control techniques to their respective operations. Contact your trade
association or M. Paul Shapiro of EPA at (202) 260-4969 for further
information on this report.

1. Basis for Changes to Rule
I n accordance with the provisions of the Adm nistrative Procedure

Act (APA), EPA is invoking the good cause exception in taking this
final action wi thout prior notice and an opportunity for coment. 5



U S. C 553(b)(B); Shell Gl Co. v. EPA, 950 F.2d 741.752 (DC Cir.1991).
The EPA is extending the conpliance date for MRR requirenments for hard
chrom um el ectropl aters and the chrom um anodi zi ng sources in
California fromJanuary 25, 1997, to July 24, 1997, to allow tinme for
the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to establish and get approved
MRR requirenments for these sources that would be at |east as stringent
as the Federal NESHAP requirenents. The net effect of this conpliance
extension will be that all the hard chrom um el ectropl aters and the
chrom um anodi zi ng sources in California that apply add-on em ssion
control devices to reduce chrom um em ssions would continue to operate
as they do now, while conplying with the current applicable State/
district rules. The Federal NESHAP requires these sources to nonitor
appl i cabl e paraneters on and after the date on which the initial
performance test is required to be conpleted, which is July 24, 1997.
However, for chrom um anodi zi ng sources that use fune suppressants as
the control technology, the MRR requirenents were effective January 25,
1997, if they choose not to do a performance test (which is allowed).
These sources in California are presently required to conply with
California's "~ " Chrome Plating Air Toxics Control Measure'' (February
1988), which specifies the application of control technol ogy (already
in place), that is identical to that required by the Chrom um NESHAP
The Chrom um NESHAP requires control technology to be installed by
January 25, 1997. California has applied for an equival ency
determ nation of its rule under section 112(1) of the CAA, including
State MRR requirenments. The EPA is not extending the date by which
control technology nust be installed in this action, only the date by
which California sources subject to the rule nmust neet the Federal MR
requi renents. This extension is not considered for simlar sources in
ot her States because no other State has a pre-existing State regul ation
that requires the installation of equivalent control technol ogy by
January 25, 1997, nor is any other State seeking an equival ency
determnation with the Federal rule.

[11. Inpacts

The extension on the MRR conpliance dates for sone sources in
California will not have any detrinmental environnmental effects because
there is no delay in installation of control technology; thus, there is
no i nmpact on the estimted em ssions reduction or the control cost for
the rule.

| V. Public Participation

EPA is issuing this final rule without prior notice and coments.
Thi s expedited rul emaki ng procedure is based on the need to act
expeditiously to ensure that subject California sources are not
required to neet both the Federal and State MRR requirenents on January
25, 1997, provided such sources conply with the State regulations. In
support of this action, EPA has contacted and received input froma
significant nunber of interested parties. EPA believes these



ci rcunst ances provi de good cause under 5 U. S.C. 553(b) and CAA section
307(d) (1) to expedite this rul emaking. EPA finds that notice and
comment procedures under section 307(d) are inpracticable and contrary
to the public interest based on the Iimted tinme before January 25,
1997, and the fact that the subject California sources will have
installed the requisite controls as required by the Chrom um NESHAP
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At the sane tinme EPA is providing 30 days for subm ssion of public
comments. EPA will consider all witten comments submtted in the
allotted tine period to determne if any change to this rule is
necessary.

V. Adm nistrative Requirenents
A. Paperwork Reduction Act

The information collection requirenents of the previously
pronul gat ed NESHAP were submitted to and approved by the Ofice of
Managenent and Budget (OVB). A copy of this Information Collection
Request (I CR) docunent (OVB nunber 1611.02) nay be obtai ned from Sandy
Farmer, Information Policy Branch (PM 223Y); U S. Environnental
Protection Agency; 401 M Street, SW Wshi ngton, DC 20460 or by calling
(202) 260-2740.

Today's changes to the NESHAP shoul d have no inpact on the
i nformation coll ection burden estimtes nade previously. Today's action
nerely extends the date of conpliance with the MRR requirenents in the
rule for the existing affected sources in California. These changes do
not i npose new requirenents. Consequently, the |ICR has not been
revised.

B. Executive Order 12866 Revi ew

Under Executive Order 12866, the EPA nust determ ne whether the
proposed regulatory action is ~“significant'' and therefore, subject to
OMB review and the requirenents of the executive order. The O der
defines " “significant'' regulatory action as one that is likely to | ead
to a rule that may:

(1) Have an annual effect on the econony of $100 million or nore or
adversely affect in a material way the econony, a sector of the
econony, productivity, conpetition, jobs, the environnment, public
health or safety in State, local, or tribal governments or comunities;

(2) Create a serious inconsistency or otherwise interfere with an
action taken or planned by anot her agency;

(3) Materially alter the budgetary inpact of entitlenents, grants,
user fees or | oan prograns or the rights and obligations of recipients
t hereof; or

(4) Raise novel legal or policy issues arising out of |egal
mandates, the President's priorities, or the principles set forth in



t he executive order.

The Chrone El ectropl ati ng NESHAP promul gated on January 25, 1995
was determined by OMB to be a " “significant regulatory action'' wthin
t he neani ng of the Executive Order. For this reason OVB revi ewed the
final rule as pronul gated. However, today's action nerely extends for
certain sources the conpliance deadline for MRR requirenents. These
changes do not add any additional control requirenents or costs.
Therefore, this regulatory action does not affect the previous decision
and is not considered to be significant.

C. Subm ssion to Congress and the General Accounting Ofice

Under 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A of the Adm nistrative Procedures Act
(APA), as anended by the Smal |l Busi ness Regul atory Enforcenent Fairness
Act of 1996, EPA submitted a report containing this rule and ot her
required information to the U S. Senate, the U S. House of
Representatives and the Conptroller General of the General Accounting
O fice prior to publication of the rule in today's Federal Register.
This rule is not a "nmajor rule'' as defined by 5 U.S.C. 804(2) of the
APA, as anended.

D. Unfunded Mandat es

Under Section 202 of the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, the
EPA nust prepare a budgetary inpact statement to acconpany any proposed
or final rule that includes a Federal nandate that nmay result in
estimated costs to State, local, or tribal governnents in the
aggregate; or to the private sector, of $100 million or nore. Under
Section 205, the EPA nust select the | east costly, nobst cost-effective
or | east burdensone alternative that achieves the objectives of the
rule and is consistent with statutory requirenents. Section 203
requires the EPA to establish a plan for inform ng and advi sing any
smal | governnents that nmay be significantly or uniquely inpacted by the
rul e.

The EPA has determ ned that the action promul gated today does not
i nclude a Federal nandate that nmay result in estimted costs of $100
mllion or nore to either State, local, or tribal governnents in the
aggregate, or to the private sector. Therefore, the requirenents of the
Unf unded Mandates Reform Act do not apply to this action.

Li st of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 63

Environnmental protection, Ar pollution control, Hazardous
subst ances, Reporting and recordkeepi ng requirenents.

Dat ed: January 24, 1997.
Carol M Browner,
Admi ni strator.



For the reasons set out in the preanble, title 40, chapter |, part
63, subpart N, of the Code of Federal Regul ations is anended as
fol |l ows:

PART 63- - [ AVENDED]
1. The authority citation for part 63 continues to read as foll ows:
Authority: 42 U S.C. 7401, et seq.

Subpart N--National Em ssion Standards for Chrom um Em ssions From
Hard and Decorative Chrom um El ectropl ating and Chrom um Anodi zi ng
Tanks

2. Section 63.347 is anended by revising paragraph (e)(4) to read
as follows:

Sec. 63. 347 Reporting requirenents.

*x * * % %

(e)***

(4) For sources that are not required to conplete a perfornmance
test in accordance with Sec. 63.343(b), the notification of conpliance
status shall be submtted to the Adm nistrator no later than 30 days
after the conpliance date specified in Sec. 63.343(a), except, the date
on which sources in California shall nonitor the surface tension of the
anodi zing bath is extended from January 25, 1997, to July 24, 1997.

* * * % %
[ FR Doc. 97-2326 Filed 1-29-97; 8:45 ani
Bl LLI NG CODE 6560-50- P



